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The first book of the Bible, Genesis, begins 
with a description of God creating the 
universe. Everything He made—from land
to light to vegetation to animals—He called 
“good.” Only when God created man and 
woman did He deem creation “very good” 
and complete. Adam and Eve lived in the 
garden of Eden and had dominion over 
creation. But it didn’t take long for the peace 
of Eden to shatter.

Sin entered the world and changed every-
thing. Mankind became separated from 
God, banished from paradise. Nothing 
would be the same. As mankind multiplied, 
they filled the earth and corrupted it. God 
brought His judgment upon earth, wiping out 
mankind with a flood and using the family of 
Noah to start anew. The Lord had a plan of 
redemption, and He would carry it out.

Generations passed, and the father of a 
future people, Abraham, was born. Abraham 
settled in Haran, where he received a 
promise from God. The promise was this: 

God would make Abraham and his offspring 
into a great nation, and they would one day 
dwell in the Promised Land. Abraham then 
moved his family to Canaan, but when a 
time of drought and famine hit, he brought 
them to Egypt.

Years passed, and Abraham had a son, 
Isaac, and Isaac had a son, named Jacob. 
Now Jacob had 12 sons, but the youngest, 
Joseph, was his favorite. Joseph's brothers, 
in their jealousy, sold Joseph into slavery. 
But the Lord gave Joseph favor with the 
pharaoh of Egypt, and Joseph rose to power 
in the royal palace. And when famine 
ravaged the land of Canaan, Joseph’s family 
came to Egypt, seeking food and provisions, 
and Joseph forgave his brothers.

So the house of Jacob remained in Egypt, 
and Joseph lived 110 years. But before he 
breathed his last, Joseph reminded the 
people of God’s promise to draw them out 
of Egypt and into the Promised Land.

DrAWN OUT
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After fleeing Egypt and escaping Pharaoh and his army through the Red Sea, the Israelites entered 
the wilderness of Sin. Though they had witnessed God’s power and might in rescuing them from 
persecution and slavery, the people complained about their new misfortunes. Once they had had 
bread and meat; now they had nothing to satisfy their hunger.

Hearing the people’s complaints, the Lord promised to sustain them, so that they would know He 
was their God. And the next day, the people saw tiny flakes on the ground, sweet and good to eat. 
They called it manna. Though food came daily to them, the people again complained, this time of 
thirst. So the Lord told Moses to strike a rock with his staff, and water gushed out. The Lord had 
provided yet again, and the people continued on their journey.



Three months after their escape, the Israel-
ites came to Mount Sinai. Moses gave the 
people a word from God: If they obeyed and 
kept God’s covenant, they would be His 
treasured possession, a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. And the people promised 
to do so.

Three days later, the mountain shook with 
thunder, and lightning flashed in the sky. 
Moses brought the Israelites to the moun-
tain, and the people covered their ears as a 
deafening sound, like a trumpet, grew louder 
and louder. They cried in fear of their lives. 
Then the Lord came down in fire and smoke 
and told Moses to keep the people back so 
they wouldn’t die from seeing Him in His true 
glory. When the people heard God’s voice, 
they grew afraid, and they asked Moses to 
speak with God on their behalf.

God gave Moses many laws, including the 
Ten Commandments, the first being that the 
people would have no other gods but Him. 
And the Israelites promised to worship the 
Lord alone and to keep all His laws.

Moses spent 40 days and nights on the 
mountain with God. But upon his return,
he found the people bowing down to an 
idol—a golden calf that Aaron made for 
them out of the jewelry they had taken from 
the Egyptians. They had forgotten their 
promise to God. In his anger, Moses broke 
the stone tablets on which God had 
inscribed the Law, burned the golden calf 
and atoned for the sin of the faithless. God’s 
wrath burned against the Israelites, and He 
punished them but did not destroy them 
altogether. He remembered His promise to 
make them a great nation.

After the Israelites repented, they went to 
work making everything that the Lord had 
instructed. They built the ark of the covenant 
to hold the tablets of the Law. They made
fine garments with precious stones for Aaron 
and his sons, consecrating them with oil for 
their service as priests. And they built the 
tabernacle, the place where God would 
dwell with His people. It was beautifully 
crafted—with gold, silver, and bronze, and 
acacia wood, and blue and purple and 
scarlet linen for its curtains. They anointed 
the tabernacle and the altar with oil and 
spices and brought the ark inside the dwell-
ing place of God.

Then God’s glory descended and filled the 
tabernacle, and the people fell down and 
worshiped their God—Yahweh—the One 
who drew them out of their slavery. The One 
who drew them out of Egypt and drew them 
into His presence in the wilderness lands. 
And though the Israelites would continue in 
strife and doubt, and even disobedience, 
God steadfastly and compassionately drew 
them toward the Promised Land.

The story of Israel is the story of us today; 
we are God’s people. He draws us out to 
draw us in. Through the life and death of 
Jesus Christ, He redeems us. Like the Israel-
ites, we are a holy nation, a people for His 
own possession, called out of darkness and 
into His light. And like the Israelites, we 
await the Promised Land, in the midst of 
hardship, in the midst of brokenness. Yet, 
God is with us. With anticipation, we await 
the day when He will dwell with His people, 
in the new heavens and the new earth, fully 
and completely, forever.
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Bread from Heaven
Exodus 16

Water From a Rock
Exodus 17

Wisdom
Exodus 18

At Mt. Sinai
Exodus 19

The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1-21

More Laws
Exodus 20:22-23:19

A Place Prepared
Exodus 23:20-33

God’s Glory
Exodus 24

The Sacred Space
Exodus 25

The Tabernacle
Exodus 26

So Shall It Be
Exodus 27:1-19

The Priests
Exodus 27:20-29:46

The Altar of Incense
Exodus 30:1-10

SERIES
SCHEDULE
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Set Apart
Exodus 30:11-38

Holy Work
Exodus 31:1-11

Holy Rest
Exodus 31:12-18

The Golden Calf
Exodus 32

Show Me Your Glory
Exodus 33

God of Mercy
Exodus 34:1-28

God of Glory
Exodus 34:29-34

Generous Hearts
Exodus 35:1-29

Generous Hands
Exodus 35:30-36:38

The House of Worship
Exodus 37-38

The People of Worship
Exodus 39

Finish the Work
Exodus 40:1-33

Filled 
Exodus 40:34-38



God gave Moses many laws, including the Ten Commandments, 
the first being that the people would have no other gods but Him. 

And the Israelites promised to worship the Lord alone 
and to keep all His laws.

EXODUS PART TWO 5
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// THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
"You shall have no other gods before me."

// THE SECOND COMMANDMENT
"You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD 
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation 
of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thou-
sands of those who love me and keep my commandments."

// THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
"You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, 
for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name 
in vain."

// THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you 
shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, 
or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner 
who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 
on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sab-
bath day and made it holy."

// THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT
"Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you."
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// THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not murder."

// THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not commit adultery."

// THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not steal."

// THE NINTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor."

// THE TENTH COMMANDMENT
"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is
your neighbor's."
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1. Moses never actually refers to them as the “ten commandments.”
Exodus 20:1–2 introduces one of the most famous sections in the Bible—indeed, one of the most important pieces of 
religious literature in the whole world—the Ten Commandments. Oddly enough, they’re never actually called the Ten Com-
mandments.

The Hebrew expression, which occurs three times in the Old Testament (Ex. 34:28; Deut. 4:13; 10:4), literally means “ten 
words.” This is why Exodus 20 is often referred to as the Decalogue, deka being the Greek word for “ten” and logos mean-
ing “word.” These are the Ten Words that God gave the Israelites at Mount Sinai—and, I would argue, the Ten Words that 
God wants all of us to follow.

2. They show us who God is.
The law is an expression of the Lawgiver’s heart and character. We must think about that before we say, “I don’t care for 
laws,” or before we bristle at the thought of do’s and don’ts. The commandments not only show us what God wants; they 
show us what God is like. They say something about his honor, his worth, and his majesty. They tell us what matters to 
God. We can’t disdain the law without disrespecting the Lawgiver.

3. They set us apart from the world.
As Christians, we’re a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (1 Pet. 2:9). We must be prepared to stand alone, to look 
different, and to have rules the world doesn’t understand. Of course, we aren’t always the holy people we should be, but 
that’s what he has called us to be. That’s who we are. We’re God’s people, set apart to live according to God’s ways.

4. They don’t strip our freedom, but instead provide it.
We too often think of the Ten Commandments as constraining us—as if God’s ways will keep us in servitude and from 
realizing our dreams and reaching our potential. We forget that God means to give us abundant life (John 10:10) and true 
freedom (John 8:32). His laws, 1 John 5:3 tells us, aren’t burdensome.

God isn’t trying to crush us with red tape and regulations. The Ten Commandments aren’t prison bars, but traffic laws. 
Maybe there are some anarchists out there who think, The world would be a better place without any traffic laws. A few of 
us drive as if that were so! But even if you get impatient when you’re at a red light, try to zoom through the yellow, and turn 
left on a stale pink—overall, aren’t you glad that there is some semblance of law and order? People stop and go. People 
slow down when driving by schools. They stop for school buses. You wouldn’t be able to drive your car to the grocery store 
without laws. When you drive on a switchback on a mountain pass, do you curse the guard rails that keep you from plung-
ing to an untimely death? No, someone put them there at great expense, and for our good, that we may travel about freely 
and safely.

The Ten Commandments aren’t instructions on how to get out of Egypt. They are rules for a free people to stay free.

5. They were not given so that we could earn our salvation.
Some people view Christianity as: God has rules, and if I follow the rules, God will love me and save me. That’s not what 
happened in the story of the exodus. The Israelites were an oppressed people, and God said, “I hear your cry. I will save 
you because I love you. And when you are saved, free, and forgiven, I’m going to give you a new way to live.”

Salvation isn’t the reward for obedience; salvation is the reason for obedience. Jesus doesn’t say, “If you obey my com-
mandments, I will love you.” Instead, he first washes the feet of the disciples and then says, “If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments” (John 14:15). All of our doing is only because of what he has first done for us.

ten thinGs
the ten CoMMANDMeNTs

TO KNOW ABOUT

KEVIN DEYOUNG
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6. They are more trustworthy than our intuition or cultural code.
We live in a paradoxical age where many will say, “Right and wrong is what you decide for yourself,” and yet these same 
people will rebuke others for violating any number of assumed commands. As a culture, we may be quite free and liberal 
when it comes to sex, but we can be absolutely fundamentalist when it comes to the moral claims of the sexual revolution. 
The old swear words may not scandalize us any longer, but now there are other words—offensive slurs and insults—that 
will quickly put someone out of polite company. We’re still a society with a moral code.

But the Bible says the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10). The way to find moral instruction isn’t by 
listening to your gut but by listening to God. If we want to know right from wrong, if we want to know how to live the good 
life, if we want to know how to live in a way that blesses our friends and neighbors, we’d be wise to do things God’s way, 
which means paying careful attention to the Ten Commandments.

7. The church’s most important instruction has been based on them.
The church has historically put the Ten Commandments at the center of its teaching ministry, especially for children and 
new believers. For centuries, catechetical instruction was based on three things: the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments.

In other words, when people asked, “How do we do discipleship? How do we teach our kids about the Bible? What do new 
Christians need to know about Christianity?” their answers always included an emphasis on the Ten Commandments.

8. They are critical to our understanding of the rest of the Old Testament law.
While it’s true that the Bible doesn’t say to print the Ten Commandments in boldface, we shouldn’t undersell their special 
stature in ancient Israel. They came from God as he spoke to the people face-to-face (Deut. 5:1–5), and they came from 
Mount Sinai amid fire, cloud, thick darkness, and a loud voice (Deut. 5:22–27). Exodus 20 marks a literal and spiritual high 
point in the life of Israel. It’s no wonder the tablets of the law, along with the manna and Aaron’s staff, were placed inside 
the ark of the covenant (Heb. 9:4)

There are many more laws in the Old Testament. But these first ten are foundational for the rest. The Ten Commandments 
are like the constitution for Israel, and what follows are the regulatory statutes.

9. They are central to the ethics of the New Testament.
Think of Mark 10:17, for example. This is where the rich young ruler comes to Jesus and asks, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” Jesus says to him, “You know the commandments.” Then he lists the second table of the law, the command-
ments that relate to our neighbors: “Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
defraud, Honor your father and mother” (v. 19).

Jesus isn’t laying out a path for earning eternal life. We know from the rest of the story that Jesus is setting the young man 
up for a fall, because the one command he obviously hasn’t obeyed is the one command Jesus skips—do not covet (vv. 
20–22). But it is noteworthy that when Jesus has to give a convenient summary of our neighborly duties, he goes straight to 
the Ten Commandments.

10. They are still relevant for Christians today.
Can we keep the commandments fully or perfectly? No. Do they serve to show us our sin and lead us to the cross? Abso-
lutely. But the commandments also show us the way to live, the way to love our neighbor, and the way to love God with all 
our heart and soul.

We still need the Ten Words handed down at Sinai. Have they been changed in some respects by the coming of Christ? For 
sure—transformed but not trashed. We can no longer keep the Ten Commandments rightly unless we keep them in Christ, 
through Christ, and with a view to the all-surpassing greatness of Christ. As new creations in Christ, the law is not only our 
duty but also our delight. If we want to love Christ as he deserves and as he desires, we will keep his commandments (John 
14:15).



AttribuTes

GODOf

Scripture is meant to show us who God is. Exodus shows us that God is a rescuer: 
He draws us out of darkness and draws us into His light.

Here are some attributes of God we find in Scripture as we read it.

ALMIGHTY
ATTENTIVE

COMPASSIONATE
CREATOR

DELIVERER
FAITHFUL

GENEROUS
GRACIOUS

GOOD
HOLY
JUST

LOVING
MERCIFUL
PROVIDER

REFUGE
SOVEREIGN

UNCHANGING
WISE

WORTHY

Nothing is too hard for God.
God hears and responds to the prayers of His children.
God sees, cares, and acts when His children are in need.
God made everything.
God rescues His children.
God always does what He says He will do.
God gives what is best.
God shows His greatness and worth.
God is what is best.
God is completely perfect and separate from sin.
God is right to punish sin.
God does what is best.
God does not give His children the punishment they deserve.
God meets the needs of His children.
God is a place of safety and protection for His children.
God has the right, wisdom, and power to do all that He pleases.
God never changes.
God knows what is best.
Only God deserves all glory.
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ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory commentary 
by Philip Graham Ryken

“The Book of Exodus” videos 
by The Bible Project on YouTube

Exodus Verse-by-Verse Commentaries
https://www.preceptaustin.org/verse_by_verse
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WEEK TWENTY  //  BREAD FROM HEAVEN
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 16.

What is the hungriest you’ve ever been? How did it affect the way you interacted with those 
around you?

REFLECT
What internal and external enemies do the Israelites face in this chapters? List as many as you 
can think of. Which do you think is the most dangerous or difficult to overcome? Why do you 
think so?

In His provision, God also allows the Israelites to play a role in their own deliverance. Give 
examples from the text that illustrate this partnership.

APPLY
How has lack of a physical or spiritual need tempted you to grumble? 

What spiritual discipline or attribute of God is an effective antidote for grumbling?

How has God met your physical and/or spiritual needs through a combination of divine grace 
and personal effort?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

EXODUS PART TWO 14
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK TWENTY-ONE  //  WATER FROM A ROCK
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 17:1-7.

What is the longest you’ve gone without water? Why?

REFLECT
In Exodus 16-17, God provides food, water and safety for His children. Why do you think He 
continues to provide for them, even though they continue to doubt Him? What does this teach 
us about God’s commitment to His people?

Why do you think we are prone to grumbling so quickly - even after miraculous provision?

APPLY
How has lack of a physical or spiritual need tempted you to grumble? 

What spiritual discipline or attribute of God is an effective antidote for grumbling?

How has God met your physical and/or spiritual needs through a combination of divine grace 
and personal effort?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

EXODUS PART TWO 16

Lorem ipsum
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK TWENTY-TWO  //  WISDOM
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 17:8-18:27.

Think of a time when you have felt close to burnout. What were the circumstances in your life at 
that time? Did you ask for/accept help? Why or why not?

REFLECT
In Exodus 17, God provides water and safety for His children. Why do you think He continues to 
provide for them, even though they continue to doubt Him? What does this teach us about 
God’s commitment to His people?

Why would Moses include the story of Jethro’s help in Exodus 18? What does it show us about 
God? About Moses?

APPLY
Moses is getting older and has been put through the ringer emotionally and you can tell. What 
signs do you see of his age and exhaustion?

What do these passages teach us about the value of trusted friends and community?

Jethro’s advice to Moses is yet another example in the Bible of God bringing order out of chaos. 
Where do you personally get to reflect God’s image by bringing order out of chaos?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

EXODUS PART TWO 18
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK TWENTY-THREE  //  AT MOUNT SINAI
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 20

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 19 aloud.

How would it have felt to be a Hebrew living in Egypt during the time described?

REFLECT
What does 19:4-6 tell us about the purpose of God’s covenant with Israel? How would these 
words have sounded to a people who had only known slavery in Egypt?

Based on the descriptions of Mount Sinai and the requirements necessary to approach it, what 
does God want Israel to understand about obedience and holiness?

APPLY
Have a group member read Hebrews 12:18-29. How has our approach to God changed as a 
result of the shed blood of Christ? What role should reverent awe of God, like we see in the 
Exodus story, play in the life of a New Testament believer?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you?

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



OPEN
Before you begin, see how many of the Ten Commandments you can each name from memory. 

Then have a group member read Exodus 20:1-21 aloud.

REFLECT
Why is it significant that verse 2 comes before the Ten Commandments? How does verse 2 
shape what comes after it?

Read the Ten Commandments closely. What patterns do you note? Do the commandments 
seem to follow any logical progression? Do some “go together” as a group?

Read Deuteronomy 5:12-15 and compare it with Exodus 20:8-11. What difference do you see in 
Moses’ words? What light does this shed on the purpose of the Sabbath?

Look at verses 18-21. Compare them to Deuteronomy 5:4-5 and 5:24-29 (ask a group member 
to read these verses aloud). What new insight does Deuteronomy 5:28-29 give regarding God’s 
purpose for giving the law?

APPLY
Have a group member or two read Matthew 5:21-31. What role should the Ten Commandments 
play in the life of the Christian? How does Jesus call for a deeper obedience to God’s com-
mands? What external acts of righteousness are you most prone to practice while having a 
heart that is inconsistent and sinful?

Which personal relationships spoken about in the Ten Commandments are the hardest for you 
to maintain in a godly way? How can the group encourage and pray for you regarding those 
relationships?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

WEEK TWENTY-FOUR  //  THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 22

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 20:22-23:19.

REFLECT
Exodus 20:22-23:33 is commonly known as the “Book of the Covenant.” It interprets the Ten 
Commandments into a set of specific laws for the people of Israel in their immediate historical/-
cultural context. What patterns do you see in these laws? Whom do they protect? What do they 
celebrate? How do they honor God?

Where do you see God’s transcendence (majesty and authority) reflected in His commands? 

Where do you see God’s immanence (intimate involvement in our lives) reflected in His com-
mands?

APPLY
The Book of the Covenant gives a set of specific laws for the people of Israel in their immediate 
historical/cultural context. What general principles should be applicable to the Christian? 

What timeless truths does it communicate regarding justice, community, stewardship of proper-
ty and the value of human life?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

WEEK TWENTY-FIVE  //  MORE LAWS
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 24

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK TWENTY-SIX  //  A PLACE PREPARED
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 26

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 23:20-33 aloud. 

If you had your own personal Promised Land, what all would you want in it?

REFLECT
God has prepared a place for His children but this place still has other inhabitants in it. Why do 
you think God did not just remove them before the Israelites would get there?

Read VERSE 30. God is choosing to remove the enemies from the Promised Land little by little. 
What do you think about that?

Read VERSE 31. The way God will remove them is through the Israelites. How does this change 
your view of the Promised Land?

APPLY
How does this understanding of a “place prepared” for the Israelites affect how you view the 
promises of God in your life?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?
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SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK TWENTY-SEVEN  //  GOD’S GLORY
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 28

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 24 aloud. 

What would you think if you were in Moses’ shoes?

REFLECT
Look at 24:6-8. Imagine what it would look, smell and feel like for all that blood to be thrown 
against the altar of God and upon yourself.

How does that action put your personal and our collective sin and transgression of the law in 
perspective?

Have a group member read Matthew 26:26-29. How does Matthew help you understand 
Exodus 24, especially verses 9-11? How does it give you a hope for the future?

APPLY
The day is coming when, like the Israelites and the disciples, we will get to see God face to 
face and enjoy a feast together. In your own life, when have you experienced glimpses of this 
future hope? 

How can you intentionally create space in your life and living to experience such glimpses?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you?

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 29

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 25 aloud.

What’s an invention you have in mind to improve some aspect of life?

REFLECT
Why do you think God concerns Himself so intimately with the smallest details and measure-
ments of the furniture in the Tabernacle?

Have one person read Genesis 3:8 and Genesis 3:22-24 and then look again at 25:17-22. What 
significant loss does the tabernacle restore?

In light of your answer, how do you think the Israelites felt about the massive to-do list God had 
given them?

APPLY
What details in your life has God asked for precision?
How are you doing there?

When you feel overwhelmed by the “to-do list” God has given you, what do you do?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?

WEEK TWENTY-EIGHT  //  THE SACRED SPACE
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 30

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?



EXODUS PART TWO 31

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK TWENTY-NINE  //  THE TABERNACLE
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 32

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a few group members read Exodus 26 aloud.

What’s the most impressive thing you’ve ever built or crafted? 
Or what is the most un-impressive thing you‘ve ever built or crafted?

REFLECT
Why do you think God concerns Himself so intimately with the smallest details and measure-
ments of the tabernacle? Why would God record them for us to read, versus a more general 
summary of the instructions?

The Israelites have demonstrated their keen awareness of the practical needs they were facing 
in the wilderness—the need for food, water and safety. What would you say to them about the 
necessity of this extravagant, laborious building project?

APPLY
1 Corinthians 3:16 says we are corporately the temple of the Holy Spirit and that the Spirit 
dwells in our midst. 1 Corinthians 6:19 says our individual bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. 
What is your response to this reality? How should it change the way you live? How is this reality 
better than what the Hebrews had in the tabernacle?

Have one person read Ephesians 2:19-22. Have another person read Revelation 21:1-4. 
Although we have God with us now, we await a full dwelling with God in the New Creation one 
day. How does this future dwelling parallel the Garden of Eden? How should the hope of dwell-
ing with God in eternity make a difference to us now?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 33

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY  //  SO SHALL IT BE
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 34

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 27:1-19 aloud.

If you are putting something together at home, do you use the instructions? 

REFLECT
Which details stuck out to you this week? Why?

Read verse 8 again. Which altar did they see on the mountain? What do you remember about it?

What do you think about the amount of detail in these instructions compared to the first altar 
instructions given to Moses? Why the difference?

APPLY
Have God ever shown you an example of something before He revealed why to you? When?

As we wrap up the instructions of the Tabernacle and its furniture, let’s reflect again on God’s 
attention to detail. What does it show us about God and about how we should live?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 35

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-ONE  //  THE PRIESTS
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 36

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 27:20-29:46 aloud.

What is the most expensive outfit you have ever worn? Why was it so expensive?

REFLECT
Look again at Exodus 28-29, which describes the priests’ preparation and consecration to 
service. What aspects of the process stand out to you? 

Why do you think God designed such an involved ordination process?

Imagine you are one of those about to become a priest, having just seen God deliver the nation 
of Israel. You witnessed the plagues and the parting of the Red Sea. God visited you and your 
people at Mount Sinai in a terrifying tempest of clouds, fire, smoke and thunder. How would you 
view the service you are about to perform for this God? What does the instruction from God 
indicate about the seriousness of the task? What emotions or thoughts would you likely have?

Read Hebrews 4:14-5:10. Have someone else read 7:23-28. Compare and contrast what you 
read in Exodus 28-29 with what you read in Hebrews.

APPLY
Though God declared all Israel to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6), He still 
appointed a special group to a formal priesthood. How do you see this idea carrying forward to 
the New Testament Church?

What are some unhealthy ways we view our church leaders? How does knowing that Christ is 
our sinless High Priest forever free us to regard church leaders in healthy ways?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 37

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-TWO  //  THE ALTAR OF INCENSE
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 38

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 30:1-10.

How do you feel about routine? Do you have one? Do you like them?

REFLECT
What is different and what is similar about this altar compared to the bronze altar?

Why the differences?

The fragrant incense had to be burned every morning. How long do you think it was until that 
became mundane and meaningless to people? What is something like that for us?

Read verse 9 again. Why do you think God is so picky about the fragrance?

APPLY
What are some things that you do out of habit or obligation and lost the heart behind it?

A lot of what we are reading feels ritualistic, doesn’t it? What are things in the church today that 
feel ritialistic?

How can we keep from making sacred things feel mundane?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 39

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-THREE  //  SET APART
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 40

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 30:11-38 aloud.

What is your favorite fragrance or smell? Why?

REFLECT
In 30:11-30, God commands a special scent to be blended for use only in the tabernacle. Why 
do you think He does so? What other senses does the tabernacle appeal to?

Read verses 37-38 again. Why do you think God makes this statement?

APPLY
Should worship in the modern church engage the five senses to the degree that the tabernacle 
did? What are the risks and benefits of involving our senses in corporate worship?

What are ways that we use acts of worship for ourselves rather than for God?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 41

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-FOUR  //  HOLY WORK
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 42

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 31:1-11.

If someone was going to call you and ask you to do something only you could do, what would 
they be asking you to do?

REFLECT
Look at 31:3 again. This is the first time in the Bible anyone is described as being “filled” with 
the Spirit of God. What other attributes does God give to the artisans? Which, if any, are 
unexpected?

What kind of person would you have expected to be the first in the Bible to be described as 
filled with the Spirit of God? Does it surprise you that it is workers like these men?

APPLY
How have you categorized your life and gifts in making some things useable for worship and 
other things not?

What would change for you if you saw your work/career/role as holy?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 43

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-FIVE  //  HOLY REST
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 44

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 31:12-18 aloud.

How do you know that you need to rest? What are some indicators?

REFLECT
What does this section say is the purpose of observing Sabbath? 

Taking a day off work would require faith and trust that God would give them seven days worth 
of production in six days time. When their surrounding enemies were working on the Sabbath, 
Israel would be resting. What virtues would observing the Sabbath help the Jews to develop?

What do you think about this passage coming immediately after God appoints two men to work 
on the Tabernacle?

What is the difference between a day off and a Sabbath?

APPLY
Read Hebrews 4:9-10. With regard to the spiritual concept of Sabbath, what kinds of works 
does the person of faith rest from? 

How is trying to earn rest through works different from working as one who has already entered 
the rest of God through faith?

What does a Sabbath look like for you, personally? 

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 45

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-SIX  //  THE GOLDEN CALF
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 46

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 32 aloud.

What is your most valuable physical possession?

REFLECT
What are some startling elements of this chapter? What struck you most personally concerning 
the actions, emotions and words of Aaron, the people, God and Moses?

In verses 1-6, what belief drives the people of Israel to make an idol? Who gives the motivating 
instruction and does the main work of making the idol? Where did the people get the materials 
to construct the idol?

Look at verses 7-10. What is God’s response to the actions of Israel? What specifically about 
Israel’s actions angers God?
How do Moses’ prayers in verses 11-13 and 31 remind you of the ministry of Jesus Christ?

APPLY
Who is someone for whom you regularly pray regarding their rejection of God? What can we 
learn from Moses’ posture and attitude when it comes to how we pray for the disobedient 
around us?

Have a group member read 1 Corinthians 10:1-14. What forms of idolatry make their way into 
the modern church? In practical terms, how can we flee from them?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 47

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-SEVEN  //  SHOW ME YOUR GLORY
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 48

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 33 aloud.

If you were guilty of a crime, what lawyer from TV or a movie would you want to represent you
in court?

REFLECT
Look again at 33:1-11. Imagine you are one of the Israelites in the camp. What would you feel in 
this situation? Looking back on the past few months, what regrets would you have? What hopes 
do you have?

In 33:12-23, what exactly does Moses request of God? What does God agree to do? What does 
He not agree to do? What does the text say is God’s motivation for responding the ways in 
which He does?

APPLY
Whom have you known who radiated the glory of God in their speech and actions? 

What disciplines and attitudes helped shape their demonstrable love for God? 

Which of those disciplines or attitudes do you most want or need to emulate?

Is that even what you desire? Why or why not?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 49

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-EIGHT  //  GOD OF MERCY
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 50

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member (or multiple group members) read Exodus 34:1-28 aloud.

Imagine you are an Israelite in this story. What sort of reaction would you have to these events?

REFLECT
How do verses 1-5 reveal the mercy of God?

How does God’s description of Himself in 34:6-7 fit well with His dealings with Israel thus far?

In 34:10-28, God reasserts His role as the just Law-Giver, jealous for His glory, wrathful toward 
those who oppose Him. How do we reconcile this portrayal with the God who is “merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness”?

APPLY
According to this passage, what does mercy actually look like?

Where can you look back on your life and see God’s mercy with this understanding of what 
mercy is?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 51

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK THIRTY-NINE  //  GOD OF GLORY
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 52

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 34:29-35 aloud.

Have you ever felt the presence of God so powerfully that it actually affected the way people 
saw you? When?

REFLECT
How do you think Moses did not know that his face was shining?

Why do you think Aaron was afraid instead of intrigued?

What do you think about Moses putting on a veil to talk to the people and then taking it off to 
talk to God? Is that hypocritical?

APPLY
What does someone who is close to God look like? What is different?

Are you noticably different because of spending time with God? Why or why not?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 53

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK FORTY  //  GENEROUS HEARTS
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 54

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 35:1-29 aloud.

What is your hidden talent?

REFLECT
Look at 35:4-29. What repeated words or phrases do you note? What idea is the writer empha-
sizing through these repetitions? Is this emphasis surprising? Why or why not?

Thinking back over the narrative of Exodus so far, where would Israel have gotten all these 
possessions? Do you think this would make it easier or harder for them to be generous? Why?

APPLY
What skill or gift do you possess that could be used (or used more faithfully) to serve the 
Church? Does using it to serve the Church mean using it specifically in the local church? Explain 
your answer.

Consider your own attitude toward possessions and talents. What lesson can you take from the 
generosity of the Israelites? What adjustment to your perspective on your possessions needs to 
take place? What are some practical ways you can be generous this week? This month? This 
year?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 55

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK FORTY-ONE  //  GENEROUS HANDS
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 56

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 35:30-36:38 aloud.

Are you more of a thinker or a doer?

REFLECT
In 35:30-36:4, the narrative once again emphasizes the diverse and exceptional skills of the 
workers constructing the tabernacle. What parallel might we draw to the New Testament 
Church? What New Testament passage(s) can you think of to support your answer?

In 36:5-7, it is said that the people gave far beyond what was needed. Why do you think they 
were so generous?

No matter what was brought, Bezalel and Oholiab were tasked with building and constructing 
everything the way God commanded. What do you think that job was like? What was the hard-
est part of the job?

APPLY
What is that role compared to in our church? How does that change your attitude toward
those people?

What would it take to be so generous you had to be told to stop giving? 

What keeps us from being that way?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 57

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK FORTY-TWO  //  THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 58

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member (or multiple group members) read Exodus 37-38 aloud.

If you had been a worker who helped build the tabernacle, what tasks could you 
have performed?

REFLECT
Modern readers may be tempted to look on this chapter (and the next two) as a needless repeti-
tion of what has already been said. Why do you think this detailed account of the actual work 
was given for the original audience of Exodus (the Israelites about to embark on the conquest of 
Canaan after 40 years in the wilderness)? Why do you think it is given for us?

Of all the furnishings in the tabernacle, only one functions as a place to sit. Which one? Why do 
you think this is significant? Share some ideas and then look up Hebrews 8:1 to help with your 
answer.

For what purpose do you think the writer included the cataloging of materials in 38:21-31? What 
impression is it meant to give? Why make that impression?

APPLY
Bezalel’s exacting work serves as an example to us. Have a group member read Colossians 
3:23-24. What corners are you most prone to cut when it comes to your daily responsibilities at 
work or home? Where are you most tempted to give half-hearted obedience to God?

From the outside, the tabernacle would have looked fairly unassuming, even a bit plain. But for 
those who entered its gates and passed from the outer court to the holy of holies, it would have 
increasingly revealed its wealth. How is this an accurate portrayal of your own experience of 
salvation? Give a specific example of how holiness has taken on increasing value to you as you 
have matured in Christ.

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 59

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK FORTY-THREE  //  THE PEOPLE OF WORSHIP
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 60

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member (or multiple group members) read Exodus 39 aloud.

What are your thoughts on church “dress codes”? What were you allowed and not allowed to 
wear to church when you were younger?

REFLECT
What do you think it was like as a priest to get dressed?

Compare the materials used to construct the curtains (Ex. 38:16-18) with those used for the 
priestly garments (Ex. 39:27-29). What similarities do you note? How is this symbolically appro-
priate?

What is the purpose of 39:32-43? What does the writer want us to understand about Israel? 
About the tabernacle? About God?

APPLY
Dressed in their elaborate garments, the priests would have stood out among the general popu-
lation. Have a group member read Isaiah 59:14-20. Have another read Isaiah 61:10-11. How do 
these verses shape your understanding of what it means to be clothed in the righteousness of 
Christ? How is your “spiritual clothing” evident to the general population when they look at 
your life?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 61

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK FORTY-FOUR  //  FINISH THE WORK
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 62

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member (or multiple group members) read Exodus 40:1-33 aloud.

How would you summarize this chapter in one sentence?

REFLECT
Before the tabernacle and its servants can be put into service, what must be done according to 
40:1-15? Based on the history of the materials and people in question, why is this a necessary 
step?

What obvious repetition occurs in 40:16-33? What significant statement concludes this section 
of the text? How do both phrases point to One greater than Moses?

God commands a place to be created for Him to dwell. He fills it with everything necessary for 
worship. He populates it with priests to serve Him. He then descends to inhabit His sanctuary. 
What parallels do you see to Genesis 1? What parallels do you see to Revelation 21?

APPLY
The gold from the golden calf idol has been refashioned for service to God. The priest who 
commissioned the golden calf has been consecrated for service to God. The people who 
chased after idols have witnessed the glory of God descend on His tabernacle. How have you 
seen God redeem the days and the substance of your idolatry and consecrate you for service 
to Him?

Where are areas in your life that you have grown content to not “finish the work”? What has kept 
you from finishing?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 63

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________



WEEK FORTY-FIVE  //  FILLED
D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S

EXODUS PART TWO 64

POST MESSAGE: What caught your attention from the message?

OPEN
Have a group member read Exodus 40:34-38 aloud.

How would you summarize your journey through Exodus in one word?

REFLECT
As we finish up this epic narrative of the story of the Exodus, it is important that we don’t simply 
move on to whatever is next. We need to sit in what God has just accomplished.

As you reflect on our study - and your own personal experience of it - what is something that 
has changed or been reinforced in how you view God?

APPLY
How has your life been affected through the work of God in this study of Exodus? 

How do you live differently because of it?

CLOSE
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? 

How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week?



EXODUS PART TWO 65

SERMON NOTES
P A S S A G E : _______________________________
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